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SUMMER YOUTH BIKE & ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM

__________________________________________________________________________________________

We, as the youth of BPSOS Summer Youth Bike and Environmental Program (SYBEP), based on our observations and research during the completion of the Community Asset Map, believe that it’s necessary to identify the following public spaces and resources in our community - South Philadelphia.  

This map is designed to have dual functions: 
1) To provide residents of our city a reference to locate and identify public resources in South Philadelphia.
2) To advocate and propose needed changes to city officials by showing statistical data about bike riding in South Philadelphia
In our study, we focused primarily on South Philadelphia; the boundaries of our map include North-South from Fitzwater St. to Oregon Ave., and West-East from 21st St. to Columbus Blvd. There are other maps that show different parameters of South Philadelphia., but we chose these parameters due to time availability of the program and capacity. 
Looking at the map, you will see the blue lines along 5th, 6th, Federal, Wharton streets; those are the bicycle lanes we are advocating for in South Philadelphia. We chose these bicycle lanes because there is a high volume of bicycle riders on these streets, as well as the convenience of the streets for bike lane construction. The green lines shown on the map are the already existing bicycle lanes in our community. These already existing bicycle lanes, however, are not efficient and are dangerous, due to potholes, fading bike lanes, and parked cars on the bike lanes, as well as other obstacles and impediments. Another issue we have observed is the unfriendly nature of motorists towards bicycle riders, partly due to the lack of appropriately shared spaces in these areas, caused by lack of bicycle lane infrastructure.  
According to the Philadelphia City Planning Commission, for bicycles, “the demand score combined with the existing network reveals numerous gaps and areas that are underserved by bikeways. Field evaluation of existing facilities also found many existing bike lanes faded and in need of maintenance.”

We are also requesting that the city reconstruct and improve these already existing bicycle lanes that require improvements: Washington Avenue bike lane, Oregon Avenue bike lane, Snyder Avenue bike lane and 21st Street bike lane. Along the right hand side of the map is the Delaware River Trail, which is still under construction. We support the construction of the multi- use lane on this Trail, which is proposed to run from Oregon Street to Allegheny Street.
Our community asset map contains many identification markers, or icons, which indicates the public resources in South Philadelphia. 
The icons shown in the map include: 
· Two police stations
(Philadelphia Police Department: 3rd District & Philadelphia City & County)
· Two fire station
(Philadelphia FD Marine Unit 1 and Engine 3)

· Two hospital
(Jefferson-Methodist Hospital and Thomas Jefferson Hospital)
· Three clinics

(4th Street Medical, Southeast Health Center, Chinatown Medical Services)
· Five public high schools

(South Philadelphia High School, Bok Tech High School, Furness High School,

Academy at Palumbo and Philadelphia High School for CAPA) 
· Four libraries  
(Whitman Branch, Fumo Family Branch, South Philly Branch, and 
Charles Santore Branch)

· Two post offices. 
(US Post Office and USPS Post Office)

· Public parks

(Jefferson Square, Dickinson Square, Gold Star Park, Passyunk Square, Cianfrani park, Marconi Park, Girard park, Marian Anderson Park, Mario Lanza Park, Karen Donnelly Park and 
Mifflin Square)
· Attractions or Playgrounds
(Palumbo Playground, Murphy Recreation Center, Shot Tower Playground, 
Sacks Playground, Capitolo Playground and Weccacoe Playground) 
(Burke Playground and Rizzo Rink)           
· One Museum

(Mummers Museum)
Based on our research, we have found that there is a lack of public services and green spaces in South Philadelphia. For our parks, we are requesting that the city provide more of the following in these green public spaces: an increase in trash cans, benches, bike racks, security and personnel, and artistic/creative projects or programs.
Based on the 2011 Census, the ratio of public services to the population in South Philadelphia is low compared to that of other regions. The number of fire stations, police departments, hospitals, public high schools, community gardens, playgrounds, or parks in South Philadelphia is not sufficient for the high population in this area. South Philadelphia would benefit greatly from an increased amount of public resources.
We are advocating for 5th, 6th, Wharton, and Federal bicycle lanes because of several reasons:

a) There is less traffic on those streets; bike riders can feel safer to ride on the bicycle lanes

b) There are no public transportation vehicles on those streets, allowing for bikers to feel more secure
c) There are no serious obstacle or repellents that may deter bike lane construction.
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This is a map by the Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia that shows the share of commuters who bike to work. According to the map, the dark red areas indicate that there is a high percentage of the population who bike to work. The map shows that a high percentage of bicycle commuters residing in South Philadelphia.
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This is the Bicycle Collision Count map by the Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia. It shows us that there is a large percentage of bike collision that occurs in South Philadelphia, and mostly in non-bicycle lane areas. According to our research and observations, the lack of bike lane infrastructure and appropriate shared spaces in South Philadelphia is one of the contributing factors of the high volume of bike collisions in this area.  
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In our report and community asset map, we focused our research in the South Philadelphia region, which encompasses most of Districts 1 and 2. In order for us to advocate for more efficient bike lanes and investment in our public resources, please call the number shown on the top and tell them what we need and what we want. Call Franck DiCicco and Anna Cibott Verna and ask them to invest in our neighborhoods and communities!
